City of Hamilton, IL
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes
Monday, December 3, 2025, at 7:00 pm

1. ROLL CALLThe Hamilton City Council met in regular session 7:00pm at the Hamilton City Hall. Attending were Mayor Bocephus Casey, Alderman Andrew Asbury, Tommy Buckert, Brandon Wilson, Debbie Summers, and Steve Schlatter, Clerk Michelle Dorethy, Public Works Director Ryan Brotherton, and Police Chief Mike Boley. Alderman Beverly Boone attended via Zoom.


2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Casey led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 17, 2025[bookmark: _Hlk174956250][bookmark: _Hlk213060688]Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 3rd council meeting. Summers seconded the motion. Roll was called with Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, and Boone voting aye.
Motion carried.
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0


4. MAYOR’S COMMENTS
a. Resolution Declaring 50 South 16th Street Unsafe StructureMayor Casey reported on conditions at 50 S 16th Street (owner of record: William & Lakin Neumann), noting long-term lack of maintenance, junk and debris, unsafe structure, and significant delinquent taxes. A recent 10-day notice produced no response. Casey asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #3 Declaring this an unsafe structure under 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1. Wilson made a motion to approve the Resolution Declaring the structure at 50 South 16th as an unsafe structure. Schlatter seconded the motion. Roll was called with Buckert, Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, Boone and Asbury voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0


5. 
6. WELCOME VISITORSThere were no visitors wishing to speak.


7.  FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS	
a. Committee Report
Summers reviewed the items discussed at the Finance Committee meeting held on November 20th.


b. Selected Check Registers
Summers made a motion to approve the Selected Check Registers. Buckert seconded the motion. Roll was called with Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, Boone, Asbury and Buckert voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0






8. HEALTH & SAFETY
a. Committee Report
Asbury reviewed the items discussed at the Health & Safety Committee meeting held on November 20th.


b. Police, Fire, Animal Control Department Updates
Asbury reported the following department updates:
· Police
Training for officer-trainee Lex is in progress (online modules and three December classes). After state approval she will complete field training. The department continues school outreach and visibility; recent fine revenues reported and calls averaging approximately 179 per month.
· Fire
Pancake breakfast had strong turnout; funds to upgrade light bars on older trucks. The department is averaging 4–8 calls per month and may add 1–2 firefighters. 
· Animal Control
Ongoing efforts to capture an aggressive loose dog near 16th & Cedar; one sick rooster in care; discussion of humane euthanasia options and compliance with animal ordinances.













c. Open and Award Sealed Bid for 2017 F150
Bids were open for the 2017 Ford F150 truck. The bids ranged from $12,000 to $17,655. Asbury made a motion to accept the bid of $17,655 from Mike Taylor. Buckert seconded the motion. Roll was called with Summers, Schlatter, Boone, Asbury, Buckert, and Wilson voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0






9. BUILDING & GROUNDS, PERMITS & ZONING:           
a. Police Department Parking Lot BidsThree bids were received and opened on November 25th for the Police Department and Fortress Bank parking lot project. Low overall bidder was Laverdiere Construction with $178,198.00 for the Police Department portion and $131,519.00 for the bank portion, total $309,717.00. Council discussed that the City portion will be funded through TIF funds. The bank may choose whether to proceed with its portion under a separate TIF agreement. Buckert made a motion to accept the bid from Laverdiere Construction. Asbury seconded the motion. Roll was called with Schlatter, Boone, Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, and Summers voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0








b. Ordinance to Modernize Building Permits/Ensure Compliance with SolarBuckert made a motion to approve Ordinance #11 updating building permit procedures, including site marking, inspections, permit expirations, and solar compliance tied to solicitor permitting. Schlatter seconded the motion. Roll was called with Schlatter, Boone, Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, and Summers voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0









c. Building/Demolition Permits[bookmark: _Hlk198544706]Buckert reported there were no building or demolition permits to approve.
. 







	
10. PUBLIC WORKS
Public Works Director, Ryan Brotherton reported that the Free Chlorine Burn is finished. It ran from November 13th through the 19th. Temporary water taste and odor issues were noted but Brotherton reported that this is a necessary process for the system health.

a. 

11.  ECONOMIC & TOURISMWilson reported that the 7th Annual Santa Claus bike ride was held despite the winter weather. The Stuff the Squad Car event was postponed for a later date and will be held in Tinseltown.




12. ADJOURNMENTBuckert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm. Schlatter seconded the motion. Roll was called with Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, and Boone voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0

Motion carried. 
Vote results:
Ayes: 5 / Nays: 0
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