


City of Hamilton, IL
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes
Monday, January 5, 2026, at 7:00 pm 
Hamilton City Hall or Zoom ID 854 8283 6726 



1. ROLL CALLThe Hamilton City Council met in regular session 7:00pm at the Hamilton City Hall. Attending were Mayor Bocephus Casey, Alderman Andrew Asbury, Tommy Buckert, Brandon Wilson, Debbie Summers, Steve Schlatter, and Beverly Boone, Clerk Michelle Dorethy, Street Operation Manager Justin Sewell, and Police Chief Mike Boley. 


2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Casey led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. MINUTES OF DECEMBER 15, 2025[bookmark: _Hlk174956250][bookmark: _Hlk213060688]Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 3rd council meeting. Summers seconded the motion. Roll was called with Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, and Boone voting aye.
Motion carried.
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0


4. MAYOR’S COMMENTS
a. City Clerk ResignationMayor Casey noted that the City Clerk has submitted her resignation effective February 28th. The Mayor hopes to appoint a new clerk for the position until the next election. Asbury made a motion to accept the resignation. Buckert seconded the motion. Roll was called with Buckert, Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, Boone and Asbury voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0



b. Application of Liquor License Varinder Singh
Mayor Casey reported that Charlie Church has sold Pat’s Pit Stop. They will be surrendering the license for Pat’s Pit Stop. Casey noted he met with the new owner Varinder “Ricky” Singh and the new business will operate as Hamilton Food and Liquor. The new owner shared his plans for improvements, continuing with liquor sales and video games with future potential of kitchen/food service. Buckert made a motion to approve the liquor license for Hamilton Food and Liquor. Asbury seconded the motion. Roll was called with Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, Boone, Asbury and Buckert voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0







c. TIF Redevelopment AgreementMayor Casey asked for a motion to approve the TIF Redevelopment Agreement between the City and Fortress Bank for their portion of the shared parking lot improvements. The bank portion will need to be paid by the bank and then reimbursed through the Downtown TIF program for $131,519.00. Schlatter made a motion to approve the agreement. Boone seconded the motion. Roll was called with Summers, Schlatter, Boone, Asbury, Buckert, and Wilson voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0







5. WELCOME VISITORSMayor Casey welcomed Members from the Hamilton Ministerial Alliance. President Greg Wiegel, Secretary Dave Elschlager and Treasurer Tim Etter. They summarized their planned community events and their hopes to reinvest proceeds into community benefit programs. Contact information for their organization was left at City Hall.

Marlys Jones presented to the Council a donation of $340.00 from the latest t-shirt sales to go towards animal control. She noted that she intends to do another round of shirts this spring/summer.






6.  FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS	
Summers reported the Finance Committee will hold a meeting on Tuesday, January 13th at 5:00pm.


a. Selected Check Registers
Summers made a motion to approve the Selected Check Registers. Asbury seconded the motion. Roll was called with Schlatter, Boone, Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, and Summers voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0






7. HEALTH & SAFETY
a. Department Updates
Asbury reported that the water heater installation for the Animal Control building is partially complete and now requires and electrician to finish. Animal Control Officer, Ann Pierce reported that she, along with several volunteers are still trying to catch a dog that has been seen around town. 

Chief Mike Boley gave the following updates on Police Department activity:
· Handed out gifts at the elementary Christmas Party.
· Tinseltown Christmas Event turnout was great. Santa had a great time.
· New officer, Alexis Landrum is enrolled for the State Exam on January 14th and should begin night shift training with Andrew Abbot after that exam.
· Department has been replying to a lot of FOIA request.
· E-Citation program is progressing. Due to Hancock County and the Circuit Clerk joining the program, our costs will be reduced.

Mayor Casey reported that the Hamilton Fire Department assisted the Nauvoo Fire Department with a structure fire they had recently at Ten Acre Treehouse.














8. BUILDING & GROUNDS, PERMITS & ZONING:           
Buckert reported the Building and Grounds Committee will hold a meeting on Tuesday, January 13th at 5:30pm.


a. Building/Demolition PermitsBuckert presented the following building permit for approval:
1. Ground mounted solar panels to Terry Avise at 1260 Elm Street
[bookmark: _Hlk198544706]Buckert made a motion to approve the building permit. Schlatter seconded the motion. Roll was called with Boone, Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, Summers, and Schlatter voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0









	
9. PUBLIC WORKS
Schlatter reported the Public Works Committee will hold a meeting on Wednesday, January 21st at 5:30pm. 



a. Department Updates
Street Operation Manager, Justin Sewell gave the following updates for Public Works:
· Weather-related road maintenance including patching holes.
· Reviewed salt order with three-fourths of it has been delivered.
· Electric Service for the maintenance shop costs






10.  ECONOMIC & TOURISM
a. Committee UpdatesWilson reported that a repeat vendor for our events suffered a fire loss affecting their concession operations. 



11. ADJOURNMENTSchlatter made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 pm. Summers seconded the motion. Roll was called with Asbury, Buckert, Wilson, Summers, Schlatter, and Boone voting aye.
Motion carried. 
Vote results:  Ayes: 6 / Nays: 0

Motion carried. 
Vote results:
Ayes: 5 / Nays: 0





						               _________________________________________ 
					          	                    Mayor 
								
Attest: _________________________________                                     January 20, 2026
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Contact: Michelle Dorethy (info@hamiltonil.gov) 217-847-2936      Minutes adopted 01/20/26
